Richmond Heights Middle School

Grade Six GIFTED ONLY
Summer Reading Project
2018-2019

Sixth Grade Summer Reading: Citizen Scientists is by Loree Griffin Burns

Directions for Gifted Students:
Step One: You will purchase, read, and complete the book.

Step Two: You will complete the following project:
•
•
•
•

Getting Started
Data Collection
Knowledge of Species
Digital Presentation

Your digital presentation will come in your choice of a free, web-based format. (Please let Ms. Seaman know if
you do not have access to the Internet.)
You will create a presentation on ONE of the following websites:
Popplet.com
Pinterest.com
Biteable.com
Education.weebly.com (Create your own website.)
Prezi.com
Discuss permission with your parents/guardians prior to making a choice.
Remember- digital presentations are not only informational; they should also be interesting, clear, and eyecatching. See rubric.

•

Step Three: You will post your digital presentation by cutting and pasting the link to our class posts on
Edmodo.com no later than the third week of school. Create your account at Edmodo.com. When you do, you will
join our class with a code I will give you when school starts.

Your three grades will be based on accurate and specific completion of ALL of the elements in this packet.
Incomplete work will result in lack of credit for this assignment.

If you have any questions, please contact LKSeaman@dadeschools.net or call (305)238-2316.

Your Name:_____________________________ Citizen Scientists Project GIFTED
Getting Started

You may use this document, or you may create your own and cut and paste the
information to your digital presentation. Make sure you have the same
information.
•
•
•

•
•
•
•

Questions
What is the species you will be
counting?
How will you gather your
information?
Where will you gather the
information? (For example,
Colonial Park, my backyard)
When will you be collecting the
information?
How will you complete your
counting?
What other question can you
ask about the project?
Ask it here:

Answers

Answer your question here:

Your Name:_____________________________ Citizen Scientists Project GIFTED
Data Collection
You will complete a minimum of seven observations for data collection. You may do this within the span of one week or
varying days of multiple weeks.
Although the book Citizen Scientists is season specific in terms of species, as citizens of Miami, we know that many of the birds,
frogs, toads, butterflies, or ladybugs are here year round.
If you prefer, you can be extra daring and collect information about other species which might be common to your
neighborhood or an area nearby. Just remember to be specific even if it means identifying the specific type of insect or lizard
later.
You may use this document, or you may create your own to copy and paste it to your digital presentation. Make sure you have
the same type of information.
Try to complete your count at different times of day; you may notice in changes in behavior or numbers or even vocalizations
the species makes.

Date / Time of Day

Location

Species*

Number

Observation

*Remember to be specific. In species, instead of writing “bird,” write Blue Jay or a description of the bird, so you
can figure out the specific type later. In observation, you may write the sound the frog makes or how high you
noticed the bird flying. You may need to use the Internet to help with identification. Take a picture to help you.

Your Name:_____________________________ Citizen Scientists Project GIFTED
Knowledge of Species
You may use this document, or you may create your own, and cut and paste the
information to your digital presentation. Make sure you have the same
information.
•

•
•

Common and scientific names of the species: for example, a turkey vulture’s scientific
name is Cathartes Aura. Write the name of the source from which you researched that
fun fact, so you are not plagiarizing.
One “fun fact” about the species you have selected. Write the name of the source
from which you researched that fun fact, so you are not plagiarizing.
Picture of Selected Species: You may demonstrate your artistic ability, or you may use a
photograph you take or find on the internet. Remember to provide the source of
information if used an image from anywhere on the Internet, so you are not plagiarizing.

Common and scientific name of species:

Source of information:

Fun Fact:

Source of information:

Picture:

Source of picture:

Your Name:_____________________________ Citizen Scientists Project GIFTED
Responses
You may use this document, or you may create your own and copy and paste the
information into your digital presentation. Make sure you have the same
information.
After you complete the Citizen Scientists Project, you will write one paragraph (minimum five
sentences) to answer each of the following questions (total of three paragraphs).
Remember to use the words in the question in your topic sentence; for example, I noticed Roseate
Spoonbills are highly social and more active in the morning than in the afternoon. You then use
evidence from your observations to support your first sentence. Provide a thoughtful ending.

Your teacher will grade each answer on a two-point scale:
1. How is the data you collected similar and different based on your observations?
2. What conclusions can you draw about the species?
3. What would you do differently for another collection of information of this nature?

Score

2

1

0

Rationale
Sufficient number of facts, definitions,
concrete details, and/or other information
from the text as required by the prompt •
Complete sentences where errors do not
impact readability.
Some relevant facts, definitions, concrete
details, and/or other information to develop
response according to the requirements of
the prompt • Incomplete sentences or
bullets
A response that does not address any of the
requirements of the prompt or is totally
inaccurate No response (blank answer) A
response that is unintelligible or
indecipherable

